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World. 


ww NE of thoſe great Effects, which length of 
* Time is ſeen to bring along with it, is the 


1 Alteration of the Meafiing annexed to cer- 
Zo tain Sounds. The Signification of a Word, 
2000 well known and underſtood by Thoſe who. 
5 flirſt made uſe of it, is very inſenſibly varied, 
by paſſing thro many Mouths, and by being taken and 


given by Multitudes, in common Diſcourſe; till it often 
comes to ſtand for a Complication of Notions, as diſtant 
from the original Intention of it, nay, as contradiQtory. 


co it, as Darkneſs is to Light. The Ignorance and Weak«: 
4 WMncſs of Some, and the Paſſions and bad Deſigns of Others, 


are the great Inſtruments of this Evil: which, even when 
it ſeems to affe ct only indifferent Matters, ought in rea- 
ſon to be oppoſed, as it tends in it's nature to confound 
Men's Notions in weightier Points; but, when it hath 


the Boundaries of Right and Wrong. 
The only Cure for this Evil, in Caſes of ſo great Con- 


he Law of Reaſon; in thoſe Points which can be traced 


„immediate Followers, in ſuch. Matters, as took their: 
ie folely from thoſe Declarations. For the Caſe i2s? 
„ iinly this, that Wr o have had ſuch aW 7 


—— ô—h 


St. JOHN, Wii. 366. 
ofus anſwered, My Kingdom. is not of thi. 


once invaded the moſt Sacred and Important Subjects, 
ought, in Duty, to be reſiſted with a more opeg and un- 
diſguiſed Zeal, as what toucheth the very Vitals of all 
that is good, and is juſt going to take from Mens Eyes 
ern, is to have recourſe to the Originals of Things: co». 


back thither; and to the Declarations of Jeſus Chriſt, and 


; 


„Effect, (not upon the Nature of Things, which is un- 
maovoeable, but) upon the Minds of Men in thinking of 
1 them; that the very ſame Word remaining, (which at 
Wo, firſt truly repreſented One certain Thing, ) by having 
VM.ultitudes ofnew inconſiſtent Ideas, in every Age, and 
* every Vear, added to it, becomes it ſelf the greateſt 
1 Higdrance to the true underſtanding of the Nature of 
the Thing firſt intended by it. 

For Inſtance, Religion, in St. James, s Days, was Virtue 

1 and Integrity, as to our ſelves, and Charity and Benefi- 
{| | —- cenceto others; before God, even the Father. Ja. 1. 27. 
= By Degrees, it is come to ſignify, in moſt of the Coun- 
tries throughout the whole World, the Performance of 
every thing almoſt, except Virtue and Charity; and par- 
_ ticularly, a punctual Exactneſs in a Regard to particular 

Times, Blaces, Forms, and Modes, diverſified according to 

| WE the various Humours of Men; recommended and pra- 
* | Riſed underthe avowed Name of External Religion : Two | 

; | ui Words, Which, in the Senſe fix'd upon them by many 12 

Chriſtians, God bab pur aſunder; and which therefore, w WW ; 


— * p 


= it 7 Man ſhould join tegenber. And accoxdingly, the Notion + 
1 | 3 — of a Religion: Man differs in every Country, juſt as much WF 
3 | RE as Times, Places, Ceremonies; Imaginary Auſterities, and all n 
r other Out ward Circumſtances ,, ave different and various: 
— x — Whereas in truth, ths. a Man, truly Religious in other * 
1 | ReſpeRs, may make uſe of ſuch Things; yet, they can» W-/ 
b 1 not be the lezſt part of his Religion, properly fo call d, . 


any more” than his Food, or his Raiment, or any other 
— Citcumſtanes of his Liſ e 
Thus likewiſe, the Worſhip of God, to be paid by Chri- 
Tians, was, in owr Savibur s time, and in his own plain 
Words, the Worſhip of the Father iz Spirit and Inut h; 
and this declared to be one great End propoſed in the 
Ehriftiay Diſpenſution : The Hour cometh, and num is, when. 
the true Worſhippers ſball! Worſbip the father in Spiris and in i 
Truth ! for the Fut her ſeeheth ſuch. to-worſbip. him. John iv. ö 
23. ut the Notion-of it is become quite another thing: 
_-—» and in many Cbriſtian Countries, that which ſtill remains 
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© Before the KING. 
and the Diminution of the Father ; and the Worſhip of 
other Beings beſides, and more than the Farher. And 


nor Uaderſtandings of Men, neither Spirit nor Truch, 
were at all concerned in the Matter; or rather, that they 
had been baniſh'd from it by an expreſs Command. In 
the mean time the Word or Seund, ſtill remains the ſame 
in Diſcourſe. The whole Lump of indigeſted, and in- 


conſiſtent Notions and Practices; every thing that is ſo- 


iemnly ſaid, or done, when the Worſbip of God is pro- 
I feſs'd, is equally cover'd under that general Name; and, 


* by the he lp of uſing the ſame Original Word, paſſeth eaſily 


„ernennen isn 
Prayer, in all our Lord's Directions about it, and parti- 
cularly in that Form, which He himſelf taught his Fol- 


lowers, was a calm, undiſturbed, Adareſi to God, under 


the Notion of a Father, expreſſing thoſe Sentiments and 
Wiſhes before Him, which every ſincere Mind ought to 
have, But the ſame Word, by the help of Men, and vo- 
uwinous Rules of Art, is come to ſignify Heat and 


not be de vont enough to Pray: and many an honeſt Per- 


pyince. | | 


rt, in his own Words, and thoſe of St. John, many 
mes repeated, the keeping his Commandments, or doing his 
Will. Job. 14. 15, 21, 23. ch. 15. 10. I. Joh. 2. 5. ch · 5. 3. 


this, performed in ſuch a manner, as that any indifferens 
SpeFfaror would conclude, that neither the Conſciences 


Flame, in ſuch a manner, and to ſuch a degree, that a 
Man may be in the beſt Diſpeſition in the World, and yet 


ſon hath. been perplex'd, by this Means, with Doubrs 
and Fears of being uncapable of Praying, for want of an 
intenſeneſs of Heat, which hath no more relation to the 
Duty, than a Man's being in a Fever hath, to the Since- 
rity of his Profeſſions, or Addreſſes to any Earthly 


Once more, the, Love of God, and of our Sawiour, was at 


II. Joh. 6. But the Notion of it was, it ſeems, left very 
ejune; and hath been improved by his later Followers, 
ill the ſame Name, {till kept up in the Language of Chri- 
Hans, is far removed from the Thing principally and 
rſt intended; and is come by degrees ta hgnity 42 


— Go 


1 * „ * . 5 
I; violent Paſſen, Commorion, and Zcftaſy, venting it ſelf in 
. ſuch ſort of Expreſſions and Diſorders, as other Paſſon- 
1 do: and this regulated and defined, by ſuch a Variety 
= | MF of Imaginations, that an ordinary Chriſtian, with the 
xx | utmoſt Sincerity in his Heart, is filled with nothing but 
1 eternal Suſpicions, Doubts, and Perplexities, whether 
= | t he hath any thing of the true Love of God, or not. 
11 I have mentioned theſe Particulars, not only to ſhew 
11 the Evil it ſelf; and to how great a Degree the Nature 
ST [i of Things hath ſuffered in the Opinions of Men, by 
T | | MB the Alteration of the Senſe of the ſame Words and Sound!: 
11 but to give you Occaſion to obſerve, that there can be 
=_ TH - no Cure for it, in Chriſtiant, but to go back to the New 
1 OO Teſtament it ſelf; becauſe there alone we fſha)l find the 
$8151: Original Intention of ſuch Words; or the Nature of 
1 the Things deſign'd to be ſignified by them, declared 
15 and fixed by our Lerd, or his Apoſtles from him, by ſome 
II. ſuch Marks, as may, if we will attend to them, guide 
. = | and guard us in our Notions of thoſe Matters, in which 
s Te. dee ie moſtofall concern tt. 
= | et l It is with this View, that I have choſen thoſe Mord, 
Bo Tit {om /4rin which our Lord himſelf declared the Nature of bis own 
eu Kingdom This Kingdom of Chrift, is the ſame with 
LIE „the Church of Chrif, Andſthe Notion of the Church 


* WS: 
8 


2 > : | = | | 

2 { x A af of Chriſt, which, at firſt, was only the Number, ſmall. 
= [P-9 9-4 or great, of Thoſe who believed Him to be the 
Ed log mar Meſſiah ; or of Thoſe who ſubje&ed themſelves to Him, as 


'F , their Xing, in the Affair of Religion ; having ſince that 
E457  -— Time been ſo diverſified by- the various Alterations it 
1! hath undergone, that it is almoſt impoſſible ſo much as 


to number up the many inconſiſtent Images that have come, 
by daily Additions, to be united together in ir ching 
I think, can be more uſeful, than to conſider the ſame 
thing, under ſome other Image, which hath not been ſo 
much uſed; nor conſequently ſo much defaced. And 
ſince the Image of his Kingdom, is That, under which 
our Lord himſelf choſe to repreſent it: We may be 
ſure that, if we ſincerely examine our Notion of his 
Oburch, by what He faith of his Kingdom, that it ig mt 
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8 * — , 
4 — 1 4 1 » OO ION EE , . by . 3 PEER 4 LO - 
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2 7 Þ 
2 wat c 4 = 
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of this World, we ſhall exclude out of it, every thing 
1 chat he would have excluded; and then, what remains 


%. 


ty will be true, pure, and uncorrupted. And what I have 
ie to ſay, in order to this, will be comprehended under 
us % «/// Eo ado . 


„1. As the Church of Chrift is the Ring db of Chi, X. 
he himſelf is King: and in this it is implied, that He 
Py: is himſelf the ſale Law. giver to his Subjects, and himſelf 


9 | * 
by / the ſole Judge of their Behaviour, in the Affairs of Con- . 
15: ' ſcience and Eternal Saluation. And in this Senſe there- en 4 
be fore, His Kingdom it no of this World; that He bath, in g 
ew thoſe Points, left behind Him, no viſible, humane Au- e e 
he. therity ; no Vicegerents;- who can de ſaid properly to ſup- * 
of ply his Place; no Interpreters, upon whom dis Subjecks/ 


are abſolutly to depend; no Judges over the Conſciences i i 


ich 5 making new Laws, or interpreting Old. Ones, or jude- v 2% 4 10 
4 } ing his Subjects, in Religious Matters, were lodged in any  * 7 
rd., 70 
OWN 
vith 
re 
nall 


the 2 King: and whoever can add new Laws to thoſe of OM 

„ as Ghrift, equally obligatory, is as truly a King, as Chriſ® _ 
* = y; whoever hath an abſolute Luthority to. — Per (i 
15 i — | 


interpret any written, or ſpoken Laws; it is He, who is 


h truly the Low- giver, to all Intents and Purpoſes ; and 

me, not the Perſon who firſt wrote, or ſpoke them, > '- | - {|| 
1 Ins humane Society, the Interpretation of Laws may, of oc - 63 
OY 7 


neceſſity, be lodged, in ſome Caſes, in the Hands of 
Thoſe who were not originally the Legi/acors. But this * 
is not abſolute ; nor of bad Conſequence to Society: be- 
cauſe the Leg iſlators can reſume the Interpretation into 


yo their own Hands, as they are Witneſſes to what paſſes 
; Fr in the World; and 28 They can, and will, ſenſibly in- 
7 


terpoſe in all thoſe Caſes, in which their Interpoſition 
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s A SERMON Preald 
becomes neceſſary. And therefore, They are MI: pres 
* -- perly the Legiſlarors. But it is otherwiſe in Religion, or 
E. p 10 the Kingdom of Chrift. He himſelf never interpoſeth;- 


fince his firſt Promulgation of his Low, either toconvey: 
19 Infallibility to ſuch as pretend to handle it over again; or 
T XX to aſſert the true Interpretation of it, amidft rhe various | 
2nd contradictory Opinions of Men about it.] If He did 
= X certainly thus interpoſe, He himſelf would ſtill be the 
| _ Legiſiator- But, as He doth not; if ſuch an abſolute 4. 
*  rhority be once lodged with Men, under the Notion 'of \ | | 
FF" Tnterpreters, They then become the Zegiftators, and not 
= Chrift ; and They rule in their own” Kingdom, and not iin 
1 
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: — + It is the ſame thing, as to Rewards and Puniſhments; 95 7 
8 to carry forward the great End of his Xingao. If any . 
: * Men upon Earth have a Rigör to add to the Sanct iam of © 


is Laws ; that is, to increaſe the Number, or alter the 
Nature, of the Rewards and Puniſhment: of his Subjects, in 
Matters of Conſcience, or Salvation : They are ſo fan 


_—_ 


© 9 ing, in his ſtead ; and Reign in heir own Kingdom, and 
— not in Hi;.] So it is, whenever They ere& Tribunal, and |} 
HE £ . exerciſe a Judgment over the Confeiences: of Men; and | 

11 #fſume to Themſelves the Determination of ſuck! Poigrsy, | 
. as cannot be determined, but by One who knows: the | 
— Hearts; or, when They make any of their! own Dectaraz 4 | 
1 Aue tions, or Deciſions, to concern and affe& the State ß 
.% R's «>x.-Chrift's Subjects, with regard to the Favour of Gods 
4 7 this is fo far, the taking Chriſr's' Kingdoms out of Hip 

wy 3 Hands, and placing it in their own. .. 


Nor is this matter at all made better by rheir declaring 
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hare this by power lodged with chem; then 1 FF 
+ by ine is not the Kingdom cf Ct, bicof'— 
* 9 5 540 doth not role in it, bur They? And Rod whe 
: er Wong bs Happen to agree with Him, or to differ fro 
| Hitt: Ibng as They are the Lan- givert, and Fadges| 1 
© wittour any Interpoſition from Chriſt, either to guide” 
75 or correct their Derifions, 15 85 are ings of this 2 70 8 
dom ; and not Chriſt Jeſus. > 
fe 1/ "IFtherefore; the Church® of 0b be the: Ahern off. 


2 | 
7 7 


% Clin; it is eflemlal to it, That Chriſt himſelf be te 


Sbie Lev. giver: and Sole Judge of his Subjects, in alla 
oittes: relatlog toitheAvour or diſpleaſure vfiAlmighryr 
6d; and chat All: His Subjects, in what Station ſoever:. 
may be, are equally Subjects ro Him; and that no 
ge ef chem, any more than Another, hath Authority; 
either; td make New Laws for Chriſt's Subjects; or ton 
= Ipofe''a" ſenſe upon the Old Ones, whichis the ſame” 
; or toſudge, Cenſure; or Puniſh; the Servants of 


* 


Nat er, in mattets relating purely to Conſe; ence, . 4 ſ 


44 bation.” If any Perſon hath any other Notion, ei- 
ther thrd' a Jong Ufe of Words with Inconſiſtent Mean- 
ingsor © thro“ a"*negligente of Thought; let Him but 
a kliftrfelf, whethe che Church of Chriſt be the King: 
dom of Chriſt ot not: And, if it be, whether this 


Notion of ir dôthnot abſolutely exclude All other Lain: 


5 giflitfers* and Judges; in matters relating to Conſcience}/ 
ot the fdvdur bf God; or whether it can be His King 


e dom; — * Mortal Men have ſuch a Power of — „ 
yy „ kten and'd dgment] in it This Enquiry-will bring Us 
bak to theft, which ſs the only True, Account of: 


the CRurck of Chriſt; or the Kingdom of Chriſt; in the: 
eve mouth of Chriſtian: That it is the Number of Men, 
Al whether Small or Great; whether Difperſed or United hb 


* T7 4 4 


Er fur, 


who+ truly and ſinoerely are: Subjects to Jeſus Chriſt} 24 


2780385 bs a9 their Law. giver and Judge, in matters rehting 
h te the- Faveur Rog" and their Eternal: Salvation. | 


75 
I Theriexmprincipal point is, t chat, if the Church "OL 


IEG Cheſt 5 and this: nnn 
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—_ tl mnt appear from the Nature and End rhe 
Laws of Chriſt; and of thoſe Rewards and . e 
2 Which are'the Sanftions of his Laws. Now his Law 
ans 2 relating to the Favour of God in 
State after this. They are Declarations of thoſe 
tions to be perform d, in this World, on our part, 7255 
out which God will not make us Happy in that to come . 
And they are almoſt All general Appeals to the l of . 
that God; to his Nature, known by the common Reaſon 
Jof Mankind z and to the Oy of, that Nature, Which | 
{muſt be our Perfection. The Keeping his Compand- * 
. -ments is declared the Way to Life; and the doing | 
Mill the Entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven. 5 x 
= 2 being Subjects to Chriſt, is to this very End, that We 
Ta” m— the better and more effectually perform the Will. of 5 
1 2 The Laws of this Kingdom, therefore, as C hriſt 
ee / "lefe them, have nothing of this World in their view 
Wo. no Tendency, either to the Exaltation of Aa ILY in 
Worldly pomp and dignity; or to their jabſaing 
nion over the Faith and Religious conduct of e of ' 
4 * Subjects ; or to the erecting of any ſort. 980 Temporal 
4 1 Kingdom, under the Cavert and Nature af -a Spiritual one 
= avels, « The Sanctions of Chriſt's Law. are Rewards and, Pu. 
| : 3 Nnillunents. But of what ſort? Not the Rewards oft this 
* e not the Offices, or Glories, of this 2 not 


the pains of Priſons, Baniſhments, Fines, ot any. leſſer 
5 Fo Ce auc more Moderate Penalties; nay, not the much ſeſſer 
oy Ker; Negative Diſcouragements that belong to Humane So- 
Wed "*ciety;” He "was far From thinking that Theſe could, be 
7 the Inſtruments of ſuch a Perſwaſion; as Rs, thought 
acceptable to God. } But, as rhe Great End 0 f his King- 
dom, was to guide Men to Happineſs, after the. ſhect 
Images of it were over here below ſo, He took his Mo- 
tives from that place, where His- Kingdom firſt began, 
and where it was at laſt to end; from thoſe Rewards and 
Puniſhments in a future State, which had no relation to 
this World: And, to ſhew that his Kingdom was got of 
this World, all the Sanctions which He thought n give 
to His Lays, Were wt of this World alk 
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; before the K I N G. 1 1 
St. Paul underſtood this ſo well, that he gives an Ac- y 11157 
count. of His own. Conduct, and thar of Others in the 4 5 i 
ſame Station, in theſe words, Knowing the terrors of the 3V Cs F 
Lord, we perſwade Men: whereas, in too many Chriſtian -* j1  Þ 
Countries, ſince his days, if Some, who profeſs to ſuc- - 
ceed Him, were to give an Account of their own Con- 1 
duct, it muſt be in « quite contrary ſtrain; Knowing the Myriam e, 
terrors of this wats ba” having them in our power, We do, X Foun f x 
not perſwade Men, but force their outward Profeſſion again, 4 hp, -,, 
'hets A Perſwaſion. Venn Fi Rave e bd PT EW 5 
Now, wherever this is practis'd, whether in a great 
degree, or a ſmall, in that place there is ſo far a Change, 

from a Ringdom Which is net of this World, to a Kingdom 24 
which 7s 7 this World. As ſoon as ever you hear of any + .*s 
cf the Engines of this World, whether of the greater, or w 
the leſſer ſort, you muſt immediately think that then, ' = 
and ſo far, the Kingdom of this World takes place. For, if 


the very Eſſence of God's worſhip be Spirit and Truth; = p.4. £7 j 


if Religion be Virtue and Charity, under the Belief of a — . * 


not be the effect of Force ; and, if there can be no Re- . D. 
ward where there is no Willing Choice ; then, in all, or 


worldly Honours, Poſts, Offices 
origi | Me | the Punifhmen 


" 0 


lomethin 


- * N 
* . a Een: & # 
o 3 9201 * - 4 ir 
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— K of ſome of his profeſſed Followers, to 
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gion, and No Religion; Force, and Fer(waſion 3 5 A Wil- 
ng hoiee, and a Terrified. Heart; are. become the 


ws a different way. 


10 12 4 
| ; If theſe can be the true ſu pports of a. 1 which, is. 
| 7² 


ſame Methods, to propagate and ſypport them; and our 
» Spviour himſelf was little acquai with t he Right way. 
of increaſing the Number of ſuch Su iefts, as He wiſhed. 
for. If He had but ar firſt enlighteg'd. the Powers of b 
| World, as He did St. Paul; and. employed the Sword 
which They bore, and. the Favours They Had in their 
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ot of this World ; then Sincerity, and, Hypocriſy ; Reli. 


ame things: Truth and F alſhood. fand. in need of $be 


hands, to bring Subject, jato his Kingdom ; ; this had been 
an Expeditious and an effectual way, according to the 

Neto hag. 
2 Glorious 'and-Extenſive Kingdom, or hure h: . this 
was not his Deſign ; unleſs it could be _compai fled 1 W. 


6 io therefore, e ſee Our Lord, in his Methods, + | 
* removed hoſe of Many of his Diſciples ; | 
- You read Nothing, in his Dockrine about his own 
nin, of taking in the Concerys of this World, 999 
29 them wich thoſe of Eternity 3 no Commangs that 
rowns and Diſcouragements of this preſent State 
_ Hulda in any Caſe attend upon Conſtience and Religion; 
Jo Rules againſt the Enquiry o of all his . the into his : 
riginal Meſſage from Heaven; no Orders for the kind 
and charitable force of a Or Ly ita, 3 B07 
— to. make Men think and chüſe aright; 7 0, alling upon 
the ſecular rm, Whenever the Meir te >ThoulT come 
Chriftian,. to be is Dodctrines, or to back his Spiritual 
Authority; but, on the contrary, as plain a Declaration | 
as a Fig Vord s « can wake, that His. Kingdom, i is not 0 ro rote 
118 Ifay, when You ſee this, from the whole. Tenor 
of the Goſpel, ſo vaſtly 95 "eG olite to 19 0 who take bis 
Name inta Fer. Mourks* Queſtion With you” ought 
63504 ng; herher Aids got know the Nature 128 05 
"King = r Chure berth than Any Fince "bis "Time? 
* on can 7 ole,” e left 51 1 1 10 
* 40 Jed Hh ſel 560 $ own'Ex refs pro 
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s Land, whether if an 0 ay Bades aw ve „ 
py yah his King dom, contrary to ul grep 1 1 1 
Mose hath done, it can be of any Weight, or Authos „ 
rity, Vith Chriſtians: 

I haye now made ſome ſueh C Obſervations, Srl front 5 
the Church being the Kingdom of Obriſt, and not of 4 
705 in that Kingdom ; from the Nature of his Laws, and 
from thoſe R 15 and Puriſbments, which are the Sans 
, ions of thoſl Laws; as lead us naturally into the true 

Not ion of the Chet b, or Kingdom of Chriff, by excluding 
out of it every thing inconſiſtent with Ms being King, 
Law-giver and Judge: 5 AS well as with the- Nature of Hit 
Laws, and of His Promiſes and Threatnings. I WII 


only make Two or Three Obſervations, N yo | 
this; And ſo conclude, | And, | 


4. Prot what bath been id 3 it is very plage dn _— 
neral, 2 Sk Groſſeſt Miftakes in Judgment, about 15 e — 
Nature of Chriſt's Ringdem, or Church, have ariſen Rum 
hence, that Men have argued from Other viſible Societies, — Ty 
ind Other Viſible X/ngdems of this World, to & het ought = 
to be Viſible, and Senſible, in Hz; Kingdom : Conſtant 4 I 
leaving out of their Notion, the moſt Efentia? Pare of 2 
0 Chr! 7 75 is King in his own Kingdom 5 forgerting r 

elf, becaufe He is not now ſeen by mort: 
5 - and Subſtituting Others in his Place, ce 
and Tudger, in the ſame Points, in which He muſt either 788 
Alone, or not at all, be Law. gi ver and Juage; . 
tented with ſuch a Kingdom : as He eſtabliſhed, and defires 
toreign in; but urging and contending, that: Hir Kings 
| im muſt be like Orher Kingdoms. Whereas He hach SF 3 
ſtively warn'd them againſt any fuch Arguings, by 15 
iſuring Them that this Kingdom is His Ringgem; and 
It is vor of this World ; and therefore that No ene of Hf 2. r 1 
ble is Law-giver and Judge over: Orhers- of t * 3 vr Ur 
matters relating to Salvation, but He alogel; and ta 5 
muſt - nor Frame our Ideas from the King n, of v N 4 
f what ought to de, in z viſible-and- 9 L 
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